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It is a great joy to me to provide 
community members the chance to 
dare and scare themselves; to find and 
share their talents; to spread their 
wings and their horizons; and, often, 
find a home. 
 
- Dane Winters, Roadside Theater, US 
Army Entertainment, Heidelberg, 
Germany 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Two  
By Deb Smith 

   
 
Chapter Two opened May 21st to a small but responsive audience. The play 
was performed lovingly by the talented cast of four: Chrissy Carney, Nick 
Rice, Tracy Mints, and Chris Dyson. The relationship between the two 
couples was tense (when needed) and exciting (when appropriate). The 
characters were clearly defined and the action funny, poignant where 
written.  
 
One of the things that should be stressed at this point is the incredible need 
for the membership to support our actors, directors, and stage crew when 
they present a play. I totally understand having “a life” and I, myself, was 
unable to attend the membership night because of a previous commitment. 
However, there are those in our membership who don’t show up on 
member’s night because they have committed to parking or concessions at 
another date and don’t feel the need to attend a show twice. 
Understandable. But, member’s night is used as a final dress rehearsal, a 
necessary rehearsal to prepare the cast and crew for a successful run of the 
show. It helps the cast with their timing, when to break and hold for laughs, 
the crew with their prompts, and everyone to help get the kinks out for 
opening night. It also allows for the members to view the play and act as a 
promotional tool by having them share with their friends and family. Maybe 
if we jump-started our promotions with a crowded member’s night, Opening 
Night would have more people attending. Just a thought. 
 
In closing, this show definitely should have been seen and enjoyed. We 
received a terrific critique in the June 3rd Baxter Bulletin. Way to go! 
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Announcements 
 
The Youth Acting Conservatory, a free acting workshop, is scheduled for Saturday, June 12 and Sunday, June 13. This 
workshop is for children 10-18 years of age. For registration, please visit our website at www.twinlakesplayhouse.org, 
print off a registration form, and mail it to Deb Smith. Space is limited so please register as soon as possible. The 
deadline for mailing in a pre-registration form was June 4. Call Deb at 870-421-6099 if you need to reserve a spot. This 
year we have extended the workshop hours so we can further explore characterization, how to approach a role, and 
talk through the audition process. Saturday hours are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with a lunch break. Sunday hours are 1:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. There will be several breaks throughout both days. It is important that those interested in attending 
this workshop commit to both days, all hours and all exercises. We are looking for sincere individuals who would like to 
either learn about acting or sharpen their acting skills. Even those who have attended a prior workshop will learn new 
material so all actors or would-be actors are encouraged to attend. Tell your friends! 
 
Auditions for The Cemetery Club are set for June 26th at 6:00 p.m. at the playhouse. The cast of five includes four 
women in their late 50s to mid-60s: Ida, a positive, level-headed woman; Lucille, a brash woman who just “wants to 
have fun;” Doris, a devoted, caring friend; and Mildred, the fun-loving “date” for Sam, a shy and bumbling man who is 
full of life and ready to fall in love. Every month Ida, Lucille and Doris meet for tea and take a field trip to visit their 
husbands' graves. Doris is the most recently bereaved, and she's far from finished with her grieving. Ida, still missing 
her husband of 40 years, might be ready to move on, though she still bakes Murray's favorite desserts just to keep busy. 
Lucille is the wild one, flirting madly with every man in view. She brags about cougar-esque conquests, but those 

stories, and her fetish for secondhand minks, might be camouflage for a lonely heart. There is some funny repartee yet 
the story is poignant and real. If you’re interested in auditioning, please come on the 26th. We are also looking for 
stage crew, costumers, a hair and wig specialist, and set builders and painters. Contact Deb Smith at 421-6099 with any 
questions. 
 
Facebook- Twin Lakes Playhouse is now on Facebook. Register today and join our membership! 

 
Chairmanõs Letter 
By Cindy Young 

 

Greetings to everyone! By the time you read this, our second production of 2010 will have ended. 
As I write this message, I am eagerly looking forward to attending tonight’s performance as work 
prevented my attendance on Members Night. 

While it’s my understanding that attendance has not been what we’d like to have, I have heard nothing but 
good things about the production. I know firsthand how disappointing it to put so much effort into a production and not 
have a big audience. However, as long as we are giving quality productions and the audiences are entertained, I still 
think it’s good to offer a variety of genres for our community. 

Kudos to “Chapter Two” cast and crew, led by Director Bill Simpson! And to any of our members who may have 
missed the opportunities to see this play, I encourage you to please make plans to turn out for all our future 
productions. As an all-volunteer group, we all need to support each other in every way we can in order to continue the 
strong heritage of TLP. 

Much more is on the horizon for our little theater. As you probably know, we will soon be getting the buttress 
walls constructed and that annoying cable across the front of our stage removed! YIPPEE! It will be so wonderful to 
have that long-awaited project finished. 

Another edition of our continually-growing Youth Acting Conservatory will take place next weekend. Deb Smith 
has her team assembled but I suspect she can still put you to work somewhere if you have some time to volunteer.  
This workshop is a great addition to what TLP provides the Twin Lakes area. 

And auditions for The Cemetery Club will be taking place on Saturday, June 26, at 6:00 p.m. I hope you’ll 
consider auditioning or helping out in the many other jobs that are required to put together each performance. 

I know it’s summertime and there are lots of activities going on, but I hope to see many of you at our next 
Membership Meeting. We always meet the third Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m., so this month it will be June 21 st.  
See you there! 

                                                                                                                                                      

http://www.twinlakesplayhouse.org/
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Setting the Stage 
By John Eberhard 

 

Accomplishments  

  
Earlier this month I was 
reflecting on how far TLP has 
come in the last few years.  
In addition to paying off our 
mortgage, we have painted 
the exterior, remodeled the 
lobby, re-wired the makeup 
room, raked the audience 

seating to provide better sight lines, installed a new 
curtain and new lights along with new speakers, built 
an addition on the side to provide a shop area and so 
we no longer have to go outside in order to get 
backstage, added an annual youth conservatory 
workshop......all while producing a full season of 
shows! 
  
This year SHOULD see the buttress walls up and the 
cable across the stage cut---scheduled for June---, a 
new sign installed, and the upstairs organized.  
Apologies to all concerned for anything I may have left 
out.  Everyone involved in these accomplishments 
deserves a pat on the back.  We done good. 

  
The old saying "If you're not moving forward, you're 
moving backward" has a lot of truth to it.  I would be 
interested in hearing from members their opinions and 
ideas on what short and long term goals TLP should set, 
what projects we should consider:  both capital 
improvements and programs, what are the biggest 
challenges facing TLP, how we can involve more people 
in the art of live theatre, and what we can do to 
improve quality of shows, expand our membership, and 
expand our audiences.  Please, pretty please, contact 
me or any Board member with your ideas! 
  
One of the challenges that I see is, since for the first 
time we have a very comfortable financial cushion, we 
must be careful not to fritter it away on whims that 
really do not have a valid cost/benefit ratio.  Anybody 
can spend....it takes discipline to spend WISELY. 
Having watched TLP struggle for the last 30 years to 
achieve this level of financial security, I cannot stress 
enough how important it is to maintain it.  I fervently 
hope future Boards uphold their obligation to fiscal 
responsibility. 

 

 

Thatõs Entertainment! 
 
Another incredibly gifted couple graced our stage at the May 
Membership Meeting. This time, however, it’s brother and 
sister, Olivia and Silas Wolfe. They did two different 
improvisations: the first was from a BBC show called “A Bit of 
Fry & Laurie.” This was a cute play on words. The second, 
however, was hysterically funny, The Reduced Shakespeare 
Company’s rendition of “The Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare (abridged).” The entire audience was laughing 
until tears came to their eyes. These two extremely talented 
kids (Olivia is 16 and Silas is 13) are energetic, creative, and 
a joy to watch. I know their mother, Elizabeth, had a hand in 
some of it, too. Watch out Broadway! The Wolfe pack is 
headed your way! 

 

 

 

Olivia as Juliet and Silas as the Nurse in Romeo and Juliet 

 
********************************************************************************************************

Did you kn ow we are selling gift certificates to our performances? If you are interested in 

purchasing some as gifts for your friends, please contact Shirley Spitzer to make the 

arrangements.  
******************************************************************************************************** 
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Soliloquy 
By Deb Smith 
 

Doesn’t life just throw you some 
curves every once in a while? I 
was all ready to relax between 
shows and prepare for the Youth 
Acting Conservatory. I went on 
vacation and had a wonderful, 
peaceful time only to get a 
phone call on my way home from 
my sister “catching me up on all 

the drama that happened while I was away.” I don’t 
want to go into detail but suffice it to say, my life and 
the running of it was greatly affected by the news. I 
have been up to my eyeballs in family crisis. That 
means that all the time I thought I had has been taken 
from me and I have to work twice as hard to get what I 
need to get done, done.  
 
The good news is most of the time I can double up on 
my duties and accomplish more than most. I can write 
a column for the newsletter, surf the internet for plays 
(currently looking for one-acts so we can put together a 
night of one-act plays from our new directors), and 
work on my set design for The Cemetery Club, all 
simultaneously. However, my biggest worry is that 
something will fall through the cracks and I’ll have to 
back pedal a little- seems like wasted time to me. 

 
I am not the only busy person at our theatre. There are 
many full time workers who juggle jobs, school and 
participating at the theatre. Some of them are in our 
current production. Some were in the last one, 
Treasure Island! I take my hat off to all those people 
who find the time and energy to participate at the 
level they do. I thank them for their commitment. And 
I applaud their resourcefulness and accomplishments. 
They and I share a common thread- we all love theatre 
and we all want to make time to do it, whether it be 
acting, directing, stage crew, technical, costuming, or 
makeup and hair. Each job is as important as the 
others. And each person who takes the time to 
participate at Twin Lakes Playhouse wants only the 
best for the playhouse. We want to bring quality 
theatre to our community. We are committed to 
sharing our personal talents with them, and perhaps, 
just maybe, making a difference in the lives of the 
people who attend our shows. Bravo to our volunteers! 
 
Smiles, 
Deb 
 

                                      

 M E E T I N G S  

MONDAY, JUNE 7, BOARD MEETING AT 7:00 P.M. 

MONDAY, JUNE 21, MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT 7:00 P.M. 

MONDAY, JULY 5, BOARD MEETING AT 7:00 P.M.  

MONDAY, JULY 19, MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT 7:00 P.M. 

 
Twin Lakes Playhouse 
Membership Meeting 

May 17, 2010 
 
I.   Call to Order at 7:00 p.m. 
Chairman Cindy Young called the Twin Lakes Playhouse Membership meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Cindy thanked Mike 
Baker for presiding over the last two meetings.   
 
II. Minutes of April 19, 2010 Membership Meeting 
The minutes from the April membership meeting, as printed in the Playbill, were reviewed.  Yvonne Gehrke moved to 
approve the minutes.  Jim Smith seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
III. Treasurerõs Report 
Cindy Young reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.  Copies for April were available in the lobby.  Yvonne Gehrke moved to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Andrew Kibbe seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Treasurer’s Report will be filed. 
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IV. Correspondence 
The Playhouse received a graduation announcement from Delaney Ross. 
 
V. Committee Reports/Updates 
Updates were provided for each of the following committees: 
 

¶ Play Reading:  Several plays have been submitted.  There are three directors identified for next year. 

¶ Education:  The Youth Acting Conservatory will be held on June 12 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and June 13 from 1-4 
p.m.  There are eight participants registered at this time.  Flyers have been brought to schools and the youth 
center.  The conservatory is free and is designed for youth between the ages of 10 and 18. 

¶ Patronage:  The playhouse received $100. 

¶ Publicity:  Shirley Spitzer sent e-mails to five community theatres, Barb Kaplan sent articles to all local 
newspapers, Patty Kotlicky is coordinating radio spots, Evan Mollenkopf and Leigh Coulter gathered e-mail 
addresses and phone numbers to 60 lodges and resorts in this area.  There is a concern that there are very few 
people at opening night performances. 

¶ Benefits:  Lisa Hammett talked to Sue Howe, and there are 40 tickets sold for the Benefit Show for Chapter 2 
for the Audubon Society. 

¶ Membership:  There are 78 members.  Printed directories are available in the lobby for members that do not 
have e-mail addresses. 

¶ Scholarship:  There were three applicants for the scholarship.  The Scholarship Committee is reviewing the 
applications. 

¶ Maintenance:  Cindy reported that the lock is broken on one of the stalls in the women’s room. 
 
VI. Unfinished Business 
A brief report was given on Chapter 2.  The Members Night performance is on Wednesday, May 19 at 7 p.m.  Flyers are 
available to be plastered around town.  Cindy Young commended Bill Simpson for stepping up and taking directorship.  
 
VII. New Business 
The Members need to elect another Board of Directors Member.  The Board meetings have been changed to the first 
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  Chris Dyson self-nominated himself for board member position.  Shirley Spitzer 
moved to close nominations.  Mike Baker seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Membership elected Chris Dyson as the 
new Board Member to assume the remaining term for W.W. McElrath.   
 
The Newsletter/Playbill will be on the Twin Lakes Playhouse website.  Mass e-mails of the newsletter will no longer be 
sent out.  A recommendation was made to send out a mass e-mail on the membership night show. 
 
Barbara Dugger stated that we should limit e-mails to anyone on the Twin Lakes Playhouse distribution list to business 
only.  She also suggested making tickets available through a payment system such as PayPal.   
 
VIII.  Announcements 
Members Night performance for Chapter 2 is Wednesday, May 19 at 7:00 p.m.  The next Board Meeting is June 7 at 7:00 
p.m.  The next Membership Meeting is June 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Patty Kotlicky is participating in the Alzheimer’s Walk on July 31st.  She also was the “Remarkable Mother” contest 
winner.   
 
IX. Adjournment 
Bill Simpson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Jim Smith seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:26 p.m. 
 
Entertainment by Olivia and Silas Wolfe followed the meeting.   

Prepared by:  C. Carney, Recording Secretary on 5/17/10 
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 It is requested and required that each member fill out a new application form when paying membership 

dues. We are now accepting new membership applications and dues for 2010. If you cannot attend a 

meeting, you can download a membership form off the website, fill it in, and submit it and your $5.00 check 

to:  Twin Lakes Playhouse, PO Box 482, Mountain Home, AR  72654 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR: We had such a wonderful burst of attendence at our last few shows, now we’re in a slump 
again. I KNOW it’s not because the current production isn’t good- in fact, it is very enjoyable and should appeal to 
many. So what is the answer? Are we not publicizing each show the same? Being a member of the Publicity committee, 
I think we are. Are we not talking about the shows to our friends and family? As far as I know, we are. So what is 
happening? Is it the time of year? The type of show? The smaller cast? I don’t have the answers but I sure am interested 
in finding them. Let’s put our minds together and see what we can do to increase audiences. Our very life (theatre life) 
depends on it! 
 

If you would like to contribute an editorial or submit a picture, please let me know. Please contact me by phone at 870-421-6099 or by 

e-mail at ozarktootsie10@yahoo.com .  

******* Deadline for July 2010 Newsletter is June 30th
 
******* 

 

 

Board of Directors 20 10 : Cindy Young , Chairman; Mike Baker , Vice -Chairman; Chrissy 

Carney , Recording Secretary; John Eberhard ; Yvonne Gehrke; Janet Lacefield; 

Christopher Dyson; and Jim Smith . 

Editor: Deb Smith (421 -6099 or 467 -5608 for suggestions or submissions); Copy Editor: 

Sally Mollenkopf; Contributing Editor: John Eberhard;  Website -Webmaster: Bill Simpson . 
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